Effect of chlorhexidine gluconate on the survival of acid fast bacteria.
Mycobacterium and Nocardia species were examined for survival after exposure to chlorhexidine gluconate. In clinical samples M. smegmatis, M. phlei, M. marinum, M. gordonae, M. scrofulaceum, M. kansasii, M. chelonei complex, M. fortuitum, M. flavescens, M. avium, M. xenopi and Nocardia sp. survived pre-treatment with the agent. After exposure of saline suspensions of bacteria to chlorhexidine gluconate, M. smegmatis, M. phlei, M. marinum, M. gordonae, M. pellegrino, N. corallina, N. rubra and Rodochrous gordonae were not recovered, and M. fortuitum and N. asteroides grew poorly.